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PRESS RELEASE

Mali’s July 29, 2018 Presidential Elections: WAEON Calls for Peaceful and Credible Polls
Amidst Security Threats

In April 2018, the Malian government confirmed its decision to hold presidential elections on July 29,
2018 amid security concerns, which have largely been cited as the underlying reason for the repeated
postponement of local and regional elections in the country. While the conduct of this election comes
at a time of increased threats to security and fear of violence from jihadists and armed groups
operating in parts of the country, it presents an opportunity for Mali to chart a pathway towards
stability and democratic development following the crisis in 2012.

With a few days to the polls, the West Africa Election Observers Network (WAEON) calls on all the
24 presidential candidates and their supporters, particularly, the two leading contenders, the
incumbent, President Ibrahima Boubacar Keita and Soumaila Cisse, to uphold peaceful campaign
practices and abide by the electoral rules. WAEON calls on the election management body to perform
its duties effectively by making sure the conduct of the elections is in conformity with international
standards and best practices. This calls for independence, impartiality and display of high
professional standards in the management and conduct of the elections for the outcome to be widely
accepted.

In concluding, the Network calls on the over 30,000 security personnel deployed to remain
professional in the discharge of their duties and allow the election management body to conduct the
elections without interference and security threats so that the electorate would be encouraged to
participate in this milestone presidential elections peacefully and without fear.

Signed

James Lahai

Acting Chairman of WAEON and

National Coordinator, National Election Watch (NEW) - Sierra Leone
(For and on behalf of WAEON)

Contact Number: +232-76-962-233

Dated: July 26, 2018
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For follow up information on the statement, please contact James Lahai on +232-76-962-233 and/or
Dr. Franklin Oduro of the WAEON Secretariat on (+233 — 0302) 784293/4; 777214.

About WAEON

WAEON is an independent, non-partisan and non-religious organization of citizen observer groups
from 13 West African Countries that aims at strengthening and supporting Citizens’ Election
Observation Groups (CEOGS) in the sub-region. It was formed in 2010, and has its secretariat based
at the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) in Accra, Ghana.

Secretariat Contact Information

WAEON Secretariat

CDD-Ghana

Physical Address: N0.95 Nortei Ababio Loop North Airport Residential Area, Accra, Ghana
Email: info@waeon.org

Tel: (+233 — 0302) 784293/4; 777214
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